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Roberts, Cecil. One Small The Co., 28, 


With one cinematographic stroke his pen Cecil Roberts carries tie 
romance successful young dramatist from the 
England 1935 across the sea Florida, thence through 
passionate interlude subjugated Vienns, and finelly, 
flaming, war-torn Poland. Whatever weakness borne the central 
theme his novel once overshadowed the author's magic with 
the international scene and vivid panorama unforgettable 


Old Dr. Woodfall never allowed his cherished drean blighted 
the possibility that some unexpected contingency might deter his 
nephew from taking over the fanily practice. But then that 
gentleman failed reckon with Aunt Janet whose home Henley-on- 
Thames always stood accommodate any varied assortment 
unaccounted relatives and friends. anyone had solve 
Aunt Janet was the person unsolve it. when nephew Charles came 
tell her his offer the success his first 
play, she promptly him forget about medical career and 
loyalty his benefactor and his way for the movie capital. 


was more than Hollywood that prevailed upon interest 
embark his new Legends grown about island 
kingdom Lake Florida, where Great-Aunt Josephine 
wielded tyrannical rule over her son and three daughters-one having 
defied the old scoundrel and run Soon after his arrival Charles 
falls victim the charms the daughter, Leura Lanier, 
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the cinema's reigning glamor girl now paying her grandmother one 
her periodic visits. During their brief idyll the young couple come 
upon evidences grim mystery but before the discovery for- 
midable clue Laura informs Charles her forthcoming marriage 
Paul Korwienski, princely gifted pianist. With her departure the 
great-aunt's dominance grows too and suddenly Charles 
ceremoniously ushered from mysterious Sundown Grove. 


Then follow years delusion snent with Hungarian ballerina 
Villa Sospiri Venice. The fortuitous arrival brother 
puts end this unhappy amorous venture, but almost the cost 
young Peter's life-the result shot fired the sensuous 
mistress when she her unsuccessful attempt seduce the 
youngster has brought end her predatory life." 


Several days later Peter taken Vienna for the extraction 
the bullet still lodged his thigh. The family reunion that 
tries feign smile despite Nazi dominance over the former 
waltz city temporerily interrupted when learned that Laura 
and her husband are staying the same hotel the 
During the night following Paul's concert Laura summons Charles 
help her husband who has hod hemorrhage-a recurrence his lung 
infliction. The pianist soon favorably medical treatment 
and urges Charles visit with them their home Galician 
Poland. Realizing what such nearness the women with whom 
still love would mean, Charles hesitates accept but then 
acquiesces the wishes the apparently doomed husband. 


The gayety Chateau Golo, where some score Korwienski relatives 
make their home, gradually the thundering war clouds 
that are darkening Europe. Almost overnight helpless Poland torn 
apart its devouring neighbor. But for Charles and Laura the end 

this ill-fated nation means the new life. the 
bombs burst around the ancient castle the hopeless Paul, aware the 
passionate love burning the hearts his wife and friend, shoots 
himself thus end the eternal triangle. Incidentally the mystery 
Sundown Grove cleared when Charles learns from bomb victim 
whom administering first aid that his great-aunt 
was actually international smuggler. 


Small Candie delightful excursion places enchantment 
now only memories world ravaged war. Yet more than 
travelogue peopled procession distinctly human char- 
acters. The easy style and the intimate knowledge scenes 
which describes readily compensate for the banality the story's 
love interest. Unfortunately two episodes-Charles' affair with the 
ballerina, and suicide-make otherwise pleasant book objec- 
for all but the adult reader. 


Curt. High Stakes. G.P. Putnam's Sons. July 10, 1942. 282p. 
2.50 


new and much more fascinating type spy story has been given 
readers Curt Riess High Stakes. Lacking the usual melodramatic 
mystery and the antics supermen, this vividly told story 
actual espionage operations engaged practical people ina 
modern world and the counterespionage employed deal with 
Told novel form and with substituted names really the story 
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the discovery the espionage activities the German Trans- 
oceanic News Agency the FBI 1941 when they were investigating 
the basis propaganda activity. 


May 10, 1941 Rudolph Hess flew England, private detective 
was murdered Los Angeles, British Intelligence agent took off 
from Lisbon for New York clipper and patient escaping from 
sanatorium for alcoholics was caught and returned. Beginning thus 
any other detective story the author soon falls into more nat- 
ural and readable style. switch the regionsl offices the FBI 
finds the chief and his assistant the ease and rapidity 
with which the Nazis obtain information from America. William Sebold 
already working for the FBI but know that the material brought 
him only small fraction the total collected the Ger- 
man organization. They suspect that one the employees Trans- 

News (as called the book) may the directing head 

they still regard the news agency propagande machine. The 

scene shifts the offices and personnel Transatlantic News with 
its manager, Herr Klapp, rather decadent gentleman love with the 

worthless Countess who the nominal the 
but charge propaganda material only. its ace cor- 
respondent, the neurotic and fearful Walter Fabien, Bing, the 
doddering general factotum, and Bertha Wernecke, chief the 
office force, 


the story woven about two minor employses Trensatlantic 
Jimmy Duncan, drunken reporter, neer the end 

into Greg Davies, and Barbara Collins, young Nazi-loving 

writer, who later ends British The cpera- 
tions Transatlantic are described for severa! woeks which 

German consuls, diplomats and others ere Febian killed 

Hans Schramm, the Nazi torpedo-man, when threatens black- 

the wife the German Charge Greg his evidence 
the Berlin ticker asks for reports fire which has not yet 

occurred but which occurs schedule later on. finds thet 

the Germans have been sending information news stories 

over the agency's lines Berlin. The code simple 
combination whose key lascivious calendar 
possession. Klapp arrested the FBI and Transatlantic closed. 
The Countess, boasting information, killed Schramm 
Greg and Barbara finally capture Schramm and sort 

hands-across-the-sea touch fall love. 


China. accident Greg uncovers several suspicious characters who 
lead him Oscar Bing who had been the 

has organized chain small neighborhood theaters used 

able capture Bing. the story ends Greg and his chief 
the surviving charecters the dock just before the West Point sails 

High Stakes well-written detective story with modern 
its practical methods the theme, recommended 
all classes readers who enjoy that type story. 
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Costain, Thomas Great Folly. G.P. Putnam's Sons. July 
1942. 


James England known history weak but crafty monarch 
perhaps best remembered one the promulgators the doctrine 

the right kings" opposition the early stirrings 
democracy. also occasionally accused, the present 
novel implication, plotting with Spain restore Catholicity 
England. This accusation could have little basis since nature 
James was too vain permit the escape his title head the 
Church England. probable that was disposed allow free- 
dom worship Catholics and definite that allowed his 
favorites rule England the expense the common people. 
also well known that was susceptible French and Spanish gold, 
which circulated freely his court, and that consequence English 
foreign policy and influence were far weaker than under Elizabeth. 


-that time, early the 17th century, Spain, result the devel- 


opment her American colonies and under the guidance Philiv, was 
still first-rate power, although even then showing the 
beginnings her forthcoming disintegration. Although the supreme 
armada had been destroyed some time earlier she still ranked one 

the most important sea powers. that time England was developing 
the commercial sea power which made that nation end which has 
been factor unsettling world situations our present day. 
Despite the amicable relations between the courts Madrid and Lon- 
don Spanish ships plundered British merchantmen and British privateers 
played and with Spanish ships all types. The 
book, For Great Folly, Thomas Costain presents picture 
situation and England those The central 
John Ward, organizer band privateers, who cleared the 
Mediterranean for British shipping but who was repudiated the 
lish court. The story told Roger Blease, one Ward's followers 
action centered the Mediterranean, Tunis and 
ondon. 


Roger Blease, whose mother belonged the outer fringe English 
gentry and whose father had been sea before his has 
been educated through the sacrifices his mother and his aunt for 
post court. Roger's real ambition, however, follow his 
father's footsteps and when his swashbuckling fellow-townsman, John 
Ward, returns from successfully harrying the Spanish, Roger joins him 
for the next voyage. Ward definitely attracted Roger and keeps 
the latter his side during negotiations with Sir Bartlemy Ladland 
(Roger love with young Katie Ladland who turn falls temporar 
ily love with John Ward) and during his visit London where ar- 
rangements are fence all captured booty. this part the 
book are shown the existence gang-racket organization the 
London underworld just modern and anything ever 
the United States. Here, especially, and other places 
throughout the book great deal cant used whose mean- 
ihg not always Also this portion the book are 
court, and English foreign policy. fact throughout the whols story 
Ward pictures himself, not pirate, but protector the 
liberties English the sea lanes the world, accomp- 


lishing force what the Stuart foreign policy failed legit- 


imately. 


J 
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Ward almost captured King's agents and Roger almost killed 
London criminals but both finally reach the Bess and their 
voyage begun. They meet the Santa Caterina, battleship 
and after short battle conquer her. Ward hangs her 
taliation for similar punishment meted out the crew captured 
English vessel and then heads for Tunis where hos arrangements 
with the dey use that town base. Operating from there can 
effectively close the bottleneck the Mediterranean between Sicily 
and Africa Spenish The captured Spaniards are sold 
niece, induces her love snd keeps her live with him, well 
mention here that Ward necded women always and anything from 
prostitute noblewoman. 


Arrived Tunis Ward meets Sir Sigismund Hill, founder the Levant 
Company, firm, who brings him pardon from King James and 


commission the Royal Navy wipe out piracy the northern 


waters around England. However the Spanish admiral's papers Ward 
had found news that Spain and Holland had concluded truce which 
would free the Spanish Navy drive English ships out the Medi- 
terranean. refuses the King's offer and calls his brother 
with the Spaniards. Roger given charge the base Tunis and 
the others all put sea where their looting successful. Roger 
obtains news that and Venetian fleet about execute 
pincers movement against Ward end wirning the latter 
who disposes his ships meet both enemy fleets. successful 
destroying the Venetian and, spite the and 
ligence his Sir Nevil driving the Spenish 
ships back own thus ending the attempt 
domination the The "free rovers" are broken and 
Roger sent back England ostensibly work King 
Jemes politically with captured from the Spanish but 
get him away from life piracy and dispose the loot. Werd 
with who later abducted and murdsred the 


Near the end the journey Roger's papers are stolen Sir Nevil 
and since not only impotent but even danger 
without them sent into hiding the London underworld Sir 
Sigismund Hill. Here encounters the notorious Anne Turner, girl 
from his own town who wes eventually hanged sorceress. Later 
the story Roger momentarily untrue Katie and hes relations 
Anne. Accidentally Roger the ear with his stories 
Werd's exploits and again meets Ketie who the 
Queen. While hiding Roger tekes lessons and bocomes 


the meantime begins use the stolen papers gain 
influence Court and Ward's backers. 
finally forces Katie Ladland morry him order father. 
When Roger hears this longer the danger but sets out 
tell the Spanish plans influential people all parts England 
hoping weaken King James politically. returns London 
after narrowly arrest and execution, the fate other ship- 
mates who had returned England, and that Katie had broken 
off the marriage Macherie. Hill who plans 
spirit him out the country post agent Damascus until 
the whole affair blows over. Roger also learns thet Ward returning 
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England and that the Royal Navy waiting blow him out the 
water. kills Sir Nevil duel and then escapes warn Ward who 
dodges the navy, puts Roger ashore Brest where tranship 
for the East, and then returns Tunis and privateering plus 
roisterous life until his death years later. Roger meets his ship 
Brest, finds that Katie has come with it, marries her and goes 
Damascus. Several years later pardoned the returns 
England and devotes his life 


For Great Folly exciting and well-written adventure story 
England nglishmen the 17th century. far main 
historical characters and the type life they led are concerned 
fairly but the general historical tone the preju- 
diced variety often found British dominated history where the 
British were always right and the Spaniards completely There 

more than tinge smut and underlying tone 
also treated from the viewpoint Protestant and Eng- 
lish history. The main theme the book treats evil use 
means achieve correct end. However this believes that 
the book too superficial have any real value from historical 
angle. solely adventure story and should regarded such. 
Because its faults should not for indiscriminate 
reading but there seems harm allowing those adults who 
will not affected its shortcomings. 


Bailey, Temple. The Pink Camellia. Houghton. Mifflin Co. July 21, 


sentimental story introducing another the heroines, who 
generally emerge from very romantic background their place 
romantic setting, simply remain there while their per- 
sonalities are not very convincingly drawn, and the difficulties, 

which they invariably meet, less convincingly solved the euthor's 
pen. 


The Pink Camellia the flower which brings Cecily Merryman 
memories suitor, Peter Chilton, who was part the chapter 
her life the Arizona desert, chapter that was closed 
the story opens with her arrival Gaywood-on-the-Chesspeake 
answer for companion the wealthy Mrs. Blair 

invalid. The plot developed with the fitfulness daydrean 

with about much depth. 


the conflict that about between Marburg and her son, 

control the family Like the others the household, 

stands by, and other than few pious 

only element the story-she does nothine 

change matters. course, Blair hes fallen love with her. 

Though Mrs. beine and forcibly confined the role 
invalid, her confidence her and she 

expels Blair from his for reason other then his takine 
the law office the man who had been his fether's 

faithful partner. 
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Blair leaves home prove himself and his love for Cecily and in- 
cidentally uncover the intrigue Mark Keating. Cecily tries 
reconcile mother and son and talks Mrs. Marburg into having Christ- 
mas party and inviting Blair and his friends, The mother agrees, but 
though elaborate plans are made, the eve the party Mrs. Mar- 
burg has been over-drugged and not able present. 


this party that Peter Chilton puts his appearance, un- 
announced except pink camellia which Cecily believes have 
been sent Blair. Blair jealous Peter's attention Cecily. 
leaves the party and calls the home Gipsy Tyson, former 
reckless ride his plane ends crash and the 
further complication his romance with Cecily. Gipsy badly 
and feels bound honor marry her. 


Before the reader has decided just whet wrong everything turns out 
all right. Mark Keating trapped and makes hasty getaway before 
becomes necessary expose him. Cecily, who has returned the 
desert Gipsy Tyson's request, considering Peter's persistent 
proposal when Blair arrives, released from his engagement, con- 
firm her belief that she could never marry Peter. Blair's proposal 

accepted. The romance brought up-to-date his impending in- 
duction into the arny. 


The story harmless and worthless. The style very poor. Stilted 
dialog and innumerable trite expressions the whole effect very 

melodramatic. The characters are unreal. The only semblance 

emotion shown Gipsey reaction Blair's indifference 

toward her. The book not condemned but will not appeal 

many above the high school level. 
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